
30  Journal of the Botanical Research Institute of Texas 17(1) 

J. Bot. Res. Inst. Texas 17(1): 30. 2023

BOOK NOTICE

Judith sumner. 2022. Plants in the Civil War. (ISBN 978-1-4766-9131-2, pbk, 978-1-4766-4883-5, ebook). 
McFarland, Box 611, Jefferson, North Carolina 28640, U.S.A. (Orders: https://mcfarlandbooks.com/
product/Plants-in-the-Civil-War/). $39.95 US (pbk), $23.99 US (ebook) 201 pp., 41 photos, notes, bibli-
ography, index, 7"×10".

From the publisher. Slavery was at the heart of the South’s agrarian economy before and during the Civil War. 
Agriculture provided products essential to the war effort, from dietary rations to antimalarial drugs to raw 
materials for military uniforms and engineering. Drawing on a range of primary sources, this history exam-
ines the botany and ethnobotany of America’s defining conflict. The author describes the diverse roles of cash 
crops, herbal medicine, subsistence agriculture and the diet and cookery of enslaved people.
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