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BOOK REVIEW

Jens christian schou, bJaarne moeslund, Klaus Van de Weyer, richard V. lansdoWn, gerhard Wiegleb, peter 
holm, lars bastrop, and KaJ sand-Jensen. 2023. Aquatic Plants of Northern and Central Europe 
Including Great Britain and Ireland. (ISBN 978-0-691-25101-1, hbk; e-book 978-0-691-25102-8). 
Princeton University Press, 41 William Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08540, U.S.A. (Orders: https://
press.princeton.edu/). $115.00 US, 752 pp., more than 1,400 color photographs, 358 b/w illustrations, 
illustrated keys, distribution maps, 7.4 lbs, 8.25" × 11.75".

The introduction takes the reader back to early explorers of river systems 
and aquatic habits in the 1800s for the geographical areas highlighted in the 
book. Pages are fi lled with color photographs illustrating plant morphologi-
cal examples along with taxonomic key couplets. Each species is profusely 
illustrated with line drawings and color photographs along with distribu-
tion maps. There is an illustrated glossary (pp. 728–733) that aids in inter-
preting the species descriptions. A literature citation section (pp. 734–738) 
is organized by topical headings, e.g., Species Identifi cation and Biology. The 
Index of Latin Names locates the species by page numbers. I found this book 
easy to use because the authors have focused their attention on organiza-
tion, function, and usability for the public, as well as aquatic taxonomists. 
Everything about this book is fi rst class! The size and weight will limit its 
use in the fi eld and will be more appropriate for in house laboratory or class-

room use. The design, layout, printing, binding, and overall quality of the text is of exceptional high quality. I 
highly recommend this book for botanists interested in European aquatic habitats at a bargain price.

About the authors:
The authors are naturalists and professionals from the countries of Denmark (5), Great Britain, Germany, 
Ireland, and all specialize on the ecology of Nordic aquatic plants.
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