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BOOK NOTICE

mark V. lomolino, brett r. riddle, & robert J. whittaker. 2016. Biogeography. 5th Edition. (ISBN-13: 978-1-
60535-472-9, hbk).Sinauer Associates, Inc., P.O. Box 407, Sunderland, Massachusetts 01375, U.S.A. (now 
an imprint of Oxford University Press). (Orders: global.oup.com; 1-800-445-9714; custserv.us@oup.
com). $151.95 US, 730 pp., 462 illustr., 9" × 11".

From the Publisher: Biogeography, first published in 1983, is one of the most comprehensive text and general reference books 
in the natural sciences. The fifth edition builds on the strengths of previous editions to provide an insightful and integrative 
explanation of how geographic variation across terrestrial and marine environments has influenced the fundamental pro-
cesses of immigration, extinction, and evolution to shape species distributions and nearly all patterns of biological diver-
sity. It is an empirically and conceptually rich text that illustrates general patterns and processes using examples from a 
broad diversity of life forms, time periods and aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.
 Biogeography, Fifth Edition, is written as a primary text for undergraduate and graduate courses, and is also an invalu-
able reference for biogeographers, ecologists, evolutionary biologists, and conservation biologists. Its fundamental asser-
tion is that patterns in biological diversity make little sense unless viewed within an explicit geographic context. Starting 
from principal patterns and fundamental principles, and assuming only a rudimentary knowledge of biology, geography, 
and Earth history, the text explains the relationships between geographic variation in biological diversity and the geologi-
cal, ecological, and evolutionary processes that have produced them.
 The use of color illustrations, evaluated and optimized for colorblind readers, has transformed our abilities to illus-
trate key concepts and empirical patterns in the geography of nature. By providing a description of the historical develop-
ment of biogeography, evolution and ecology, along with a comprehensive account of the principal patterns, fundamental 
principles and recent advances in each of these fields of science, our ultimate vision is for Biogeography to serve as the cen-
terpiece of a one- or two-semester core course in biological diversity.
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